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”Qf course the Cubans were admitted without ^ 
delay and provided for royally by the Federal 
Government o We recall no Cubans being granted 
90-day permits then being hauled into Federal 
court for immigration hearings which resulted in 
deportation©” 

The Times attributed this conflicting stance 
to the Immigration Department’s racism, noting that 
the Haitians are all dark-skinned, while most 
Cuban exiles are white© %he racist posture taken 
by the Federal government© © ®is most obvious© The 
only difference we can see in the case of the 
Haitians is skin color©” 

An attorney for the Haitians, Neal Sonnet, 
points out another reason for the Immigration De» 
partment position© ”What it boils down to is that 
the United States is unwilling to accept the fact 
that people who come from, right-wing countries 
are oppressed© People who flee to the United States 
from, Communist countries are always granted pol- 
itical asylum, but we have a long record of re- 
fusing those from right-wing or Fascist dictator- 
ships©” 

A campaign is being mounted to protest the 
Immigration Department’s deportation proceedings® 
Groups active in Haitian refugee support work, in- 
cluding the Haitian Refugee Center in Miami and 
the Committee of Defense of Democratic Rights of 
Haitians (KOBBPA) in Mew York, are asking that 
people send telegrams and letters to the Justice 
Department, Bureau of Immigration and Naturaliza- 
tion, Washington BoG® and to Secretary of State 
Henry Kissinger ^urgently requesting asylum for the 
Haitians refugees who face torture and death in 
Haiti®” Contributions are desperately needed® For 
more information write: Haitian Refugee Center, 

740 m 58 St© , Miami, Fla 33127, or RODDPA, GPO 
Box 2984, New York, lew York 10001© 
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"YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO ORGANIZE A UNION": 

INTERVIEW WITH A CAMBRIDGE, MASS, WAITRESS 

LIBERATION News Service 

(Editor's note: For the past six months 

waitresses at a restaurant in Cambridge 3 Massachu- 
setts have been involved in a struggle — ultimately 
success ful — to improve working conditions and win 
union representation . 'Their union 3 the Independent 
Restaurant Workers' Vnion 3 was started by waitresses 
at another Cambridge restaurant some three years 
ago and since then has grown to include four 
restaurants in the area . 

The following is an interview with Kate 
Hickler y a waitress who was active in the recent 
union fight . Kate describes some of what it's 
like to work as a waitress and the problems that 
she and her co-workers ran up against in fighting for 
the union. The interview was done in January by 
Lucy Marx . ) 

HOW DID YOU GET STARTED WORKING AS A WAITRESS? 


WHAT WAS IT LIKE AT THE RESTAURANT WHERE YOU WORKED? 

When I first started working it was kind of 
a cooperative effort. ..The business seemed to be 
f "ling and I was willing to help him out, you 
know, I really was. Then he started making a little 
money and things got much tighter. All of a 
sudden we were supposed to wash the windows and 
wash the mirror and we were getting one dol lar an 
hour which was under minimum wage. For that amount 
of money we had always been supposed to wash the 
dishes, but now he was adding washing the windows 
and mirrors. 

And then about three months after that he 
decided that we were going to vacuum the floor. It 
would be 12:30-1:00 in the morning and your feet 
would hurt and you'd be tired and want to catch 
the last subway-whi ch you almost never could, t 
Then you'd have to put all of the chairs on all of 
the tables and vacuum underneath. 

You were supposed to work from 6-12 and they'd 
pay you from 6-12, but really you'd be working 
from 6-1. You'd get nothing for the last hour of 
vacuuming--and certainly no tips. 


I started working as a waitress about four 
years ago. There was always a lot to compTain 
about in conditions. I never made more than a dol- 
lar an hour. I almost always had arbi trary schedul- 
ing— they could call you up at any time and you 
had to come right down. There were never any 
benefits, never any vacations or sick pay or raises 
or anything. 

When I first started wa Stressing , I saw it 
as a very temporary thing and ! never would pave t 
thought that I 'd be working as a waitress four 
years later. But I can't type, I didn't have a 
college degree, and there aren't a lot of jobs^ 
open to women® I 'd worked in a hospital and I d 
worked as a telephone operator too,., but anyway, I 
got into waitressing and I kind of stayed with it. 

I could see very clearly in all the restaui 
ants I worked in the difference baween the boss 
and the workers. It's a very raw thing in a rest- 
aurant because the boss is usual 1y around a lot and 
he's usually talking about how much money he s 
making, A lot of money's passing through your hands 
if you're a waitress so you can see how much money 
they 1 re making. 

I remember there was one meeting the boss cal- 
led. He kept saying to us, "Oh, you don 1 1 have any 
incentive, you don't have any incentive l" And I 
said, "Yeah, but ^ou have incentive," 

HOW DOES THE CUSTOMER RELATE TO THE WAITRESS? 


The customer identifies much more with the 
owner. Often they don't even see you. I ' ve ■ 
worked with a woman named Sue who's maybe 4' 8", 
really short. And I'm really tall and peopleshe's 
waiting on ask me for things thinking I ' m : thbi r 
waitress, I worked with a woman with flaming red 
hair and my hair's dull brown and they sti 11 think 
I'm their waitress. That kind of invisibility is 
part of it. It allows them to treat you in a lot 
of cruel ways, expecting servile behavior or ex- 
pecting to be flirted with. 


It really is true that you have to stop it 
or it will go on and on and on, I'm sure that 
if we hadn't started the union, tomorrow he'd decide 
that it's not enough to vacuum the floor, you've 
got to wash the rug before you go home. 

WHEN DID UNION ACTIVITY BEGIN? 

In the summer, in August, 1973* We had a lot 
of meetings at that time to make sure everybody 
there were about fifteen of us then--understood 
all the options, all the possible results of anything 
that we did so that when the decisions were made, 
they were completely collective. And when the 
shit started hitting the fan, everybody felt that 
this was a thing we'd done completely in common, 

HOW DID YOU DECIDE WHAT UNION TO JOIN? 

We joined the Harvard Square Waitresses Union, 
it's now the Independent Restaurant Workers' Union, 
It's a union that was started at Cronin's [Ed, a 
restaurant in Cambridge] about three years ago. 

It's an independent union. 

There's one hotel workers' union we could 
have joined but I just haven't heard good things 
about them from anybody who's been in it. There's 
no autonomy, no independent decision making on the. 
part of each local, which was really important to 
us. A union ought to promote people to take power 
and continually have power and not just put it in 
somebody else's hands again. 

But the problem with the Harvard Square Wait- 
resses union was the other side of the good thing 
about it. They didn't have much money, couldn't 
call out a million people. We were really going 
to have to do it on our own. 

The first- thing we did was hand in cards at 
the local office of the National Labor Relations 
Board (NLRB), The cards said, "I hereby authorize 
the Harvard Square Waitresses Union as my sole bar- 
gaining agent," At the same time, you get a peti- 
tion going. The idea is to get all the workers who 
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WHAT WERE YOUR DEMANDS AT THIS POINT? 


support the union to sign it. All of us signed it 
t was unanimous. You also send a letter to your 
doss saying that the waitresses in his shop have 
formed a union and would like union recognition 
as soon as possible. 

H , a PID THE BOSS RESPOND? 

He hit the roof. We called a meeting and he 
said there wasn't going to be any union here and if 
we wanted a union we could go someplace else, it 
was scary. Our lawyers were women from the law 
commune and they were really fantastic. They 
brought a tape recorder to record him spying that 
we were fired. He said that"! f you walX in the 
door with your lawyers you're all fired and you 
can pick up your checks." So we went in and his 
lawyer was there and we weren 1 t f i red . 

The next thing that happened was he picked 
two people he thought were ringleaders and cut their 
hours drastically. It's a classic thing for the 
company to try to squeeze out trouble-makers. You 
can see how that kind of thing could be successful 
if you've cut somebody down to one or two shifts. 
They were making $80 a week and now they're making 
$35, and they can't live on it. Eventually they 
may have to go someplace else. 

We had a hearing about that and the NLRB 
commissioner said that we'd have to file and settle 
all these unfair labor practice suits against the 
boss, before we could have the union election. But 
if we waited months to have the election while no 
action had been taken on the suits [the NLRB is 
notoriously slow in making decisions], the people 
would be squeezed out. By the time the vote came, 
the whole population of the restaurant would have 
chanced and we might lose the election altogether. 

So after the NLRB made this decision we went 
outside picketing for union recognition; That 
was a collective decision. We started picketing 
that night in a hurricane-- a real hurricane. We 
picketed about twelve hours a day. Not everybody 
was there the full twelve hours though, because 
when you do recogn I t iona 1 picketing, according to 
NLRB rules, you have to appear on your shifts in 
good faith. 

So a waitress would work her shift--but with 
a button that said "Harvard Square Waitresses' Or- 
ganizing Committee, Local No. 3>" and her name. 
Inside people would be talking to a waitress about 
the union and outside persuaded to stay away by 
the other waitresses. 

HOW SUCCESSFUL WAS THE PICKET LINE? 

During the day time we kept 50% of the people 
away. During the night we were really great, we 
kept about 80% of the people away. The first day 
the boss came out and said it was a joke, he was 
laughing at us. The next day he came out and said 
we could get our long winter coats cause we could 
be there all winter. And the third day he came out 
and said we were all going to be arrested and he 
was going to call the police. 

Then slowly, as the weekend approached where 
he makes his b/i g bucks, he really started to get 
worried and he began arguing with us. 
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It was recognition of the union. But when he 
started making concessions there was a question 
about what to do. My own feeling at that time was 
that we shouldn't go back without recognition of 
the union. That's what we were asking for and we 
should wait until we got that. But the lawyers 
said, and I think now that they were right, that 
if he bargained with us in good faith and made a 
lot of concessions, then we could afford to wait 
a bit for the election because we would win anyway. 

His first concession was a minimum wage--$ I .11, 
Not much of a con cess i on! And we'd have to keep 
doing all the side work like vacuuming the floor. 
Then he made what to him was a huge concession: he 
would pay us a minimutji wage, he would get a bus 
boy, we cold do the schedules together and there' d 
be no hiring and firing of waitresses while we 
waited for the union Election. 

He did that on Saturday and then he kind of 
said "Take it or leave it!" We said we'd think 
about it and then we came back and said "Sorry, 
but that wasn't enough." 

The next day he flew into a rage. He called 
me up at 4:30 at home and said that I had one hour 
to contact all the waitresses and the answer was 
either yes or no. "You want your job, you want to 
come back to work? Fine, Otherwise you can get out," 
So we went back at 5^30 and started picketing. He 
just didn't come out for about an hour. Then he 
came out and started arguing with us again. 

He said that the next morning all the cooks 
were going to go outside. He meant the people in 
his own family, with signs saying "Waitresses Un- 
fair to Management." What a circus. We thought that 
would be great. Who would want to go into a restau- 
rant where there are two lines of warring pickets? 

So the next day when we came down we were ex- 
pecting to have counter-pickets, but he said "Come 
inside, I want to tell you something." He made pret- 
ty major concessions now: paid holidays, no institu- 
tional uniforms, collective scheduling and a 20t pay 
raise to $1.20, We decided we would be willing to 
stop the picketing, accept that for the time being 
and then go through the legal hassles of trying 
to get the election through the labor relations 
board. 

DID YOUR BOSS TRY TO HOLD UP THE ELECTION? 

First he disputed our right to even have an 
election on all kinds of ridiculous grounds. Like 
he said that the Harvard Square Waitresses Organ- 
izing Committee was a sexist organization because 
of the word "waitresses." And our lawyers pointed 
out that the local at the Round Up [another Cam- 
bridge restaurant--ed .] represented both men and 
women. So that was shot full of holes. 

The next thing they did was try to enlarge the 
number of people working there to include all his 
friends and relatives so that when it came to the 
vote, a majority would be voting for the boss. One 
of them was named Michael Guizot, they mentioned 
him as a cook. Nobody had ever seen this guy. And 
they put in somebody who's a manager and is on 
s a l ary. They even tried to ■ include the woman the 
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boss 1 s ves with. 

1 was wohking one day, after the boss had con- 
tested the election and it looked like ft wasn't go- 
ing through again, somebody from the Labor Relations 
Board came down and nailed the announcement on the 
wall. And the boss stopped him and said, "But we con- 
tested that," And the guy said, "Well, I'm sorry, 
but the commission has decided that the election will 
be he I d " 

The labor relations boards have been set up to 
regulate things, They have a kind of ambiguous rela- 
tionship to labor as far as 1 can see. They .'re half 
for labor and half for management. But the idea is 
that you have the r ight to organize a union. You 
have the right to have an election to get a union 
and the management can't stop you. 

THE ELECTION WAS HELD IN EARLY NOVEMBER. HOW 
DID IT GO? 

The company had made it for very early in the 
morning, hoping, I think, that people would have a 
hard time getting there. The manager drove around 
and picked up all the people who were voting illegal- 
1 y-~p retend I ng that: they had been there on the date 
that it was eligible to vote. The company was allow- 
ed an observer to challenge illegal votes that we put 
up and we were al lowed an observer too. 

The morning of the election all of the waitres- 
ses went down there and voted for the union and hung 
around. And June, our representative, challenged the 
votes of the recently hired workers that went in. 

One woman was picked up at her apartment ,by the 
boss, brought down to the election and then she re- 
fused to go to the polls. She kept saying, "I fen sorry, 
I'm not eligible to vote." And she didn't. In the end, 
not a single vote was counted against the union. 

Pretty soon we're going to start negotiating the con- 
tract. 

ARE OTHER WAITRESSES IN CAMBRIDGE ORGANIZING 
LOCALS WHERE THEY WORK? 

I have a friend named Eli who works at the 
Pewter Pot in Copley Square, Boston* which is a really 
big shop--! t l s got about 38-40 workers. She was very 
interested in the union and picketed with us. And 
now they've organized a local, Local No. 4, at the 
Pewter Pot. Recogni ti octal picketing is going to stdtt 
soon. [Picketing began the last week in January .-Ed. ] 

To give you an Idea what the Pewter Pot is like, 
they've got this new advertising campaign that cost 
two and a half million dollars. They've put these 
ads on television where the waiters and waitresses 
go up to their customers and say "Welcome back to 
the Pewter Pot!" All the workers are real ly supposed 
to do that. They're supposed to go up to people and 
say "Welcome back to the Pewter Pot." 

Then there is this guy called the "mystery tip- 
per" 5 who goes around and checks the waiters and wait- 
resses put to see if .they're doing all the correct 
things and saying "Welcome back to the Pewter Pot." 

If they do everything all right, he leaves ten 
dollars. This is part of the company's idea of how 
to get good work out of their workers. Naturally 
they're insilted and low-paid and they're understaf- 
fed. I think it will be very interesting to see what 
"happens !>n other Pewter Pots. 


(See packet 580 for background article on Haiti.) 

U.S. IMMIGRATION MOVES TO DEPORT 400 HAITIAN REFUGEES 
"IF THEY SEND ME BACK, THEY'LL KILL ME RIGHT AWAY" 

MIAMI, Fla. (LNS) -- "Id Haiti, there is no money 
and no food. When I went to the Ministry of Labor 
looking for work, they said there was no work. I re- 
turned several times and always received the same 
answers. One time I got mad and spoke out in the 
streets against the government, I was arrested by the 
Tonton Macoute (Haiti's secret police) and was kept 
imprisoned at Fort Dimanche for a month. .When I was 
freed they came looking for me again but I hid for 15 
days and escaped to here. If they send me back they'll 
kill me right away." 

Gerald Latortue is one of nearly 400 Haitian refu- 
gees presently facing deportation by the U.S. Immigra- 
tion Department. The 400, who arrived between Decem- 
ber, 72 and January, 74, came to the U.S. in leaky row- 
boats and other small craft over the 750-mile stretch 
of ocean between Florida coast and Haiti. 

The latest group of refugees arrived in January 
when 38 people were rescued after 3 days in a found- 
ering rowboat. They were brought ashore by the Coast 
Guard and turned over to the Immigraion Department. 

The men were imprisoned and the women and children re- 
leased to the custody of the Greater Miami Baptists Min- 
ister's Council, one of the 75 black groups aiding the 
refugees through the Haitian Refugee Center. There 
are presently more than 100 Haitian men being held in 
U.S. jails. 

Some of the 400 have served in Haitian prisons, on 
political charges; some are only related to people who 
have; some have merely been labelled "communist" by 
informers. All of them agree that if they are return- 
ed to Haiti, they will be imprisoned and face death. 

The Immigration Department insists that the refugees, 
arriving without papers, are illegal aliens without 
"any constitutional rights." It also insists that the 
refugees are not in danger for their political beliefs 
(A requirement for political asyl um\ , reject ing the no- 
tion that the regime of Jean Claude Duval ier is re- 
pressive. 

However, even in recent hearings before the Sub- 
committee on Foreign Operations of the Senate Appropri- 
ations Committee, Haiti was used as an "illustrative 
example" of U.S, support of "tyranny abroad." 

Sen. Hatf i e 1 d (D. -Ore , ) who introduced the resolution 
banning aid to Haiti noted that "Amnesty International, 
recognized as an international source on political pri- 
soners, had Written to President Duval ier, stating 
that? 'Haiti's prisons are still filled with people who 
have spent many years in detention without ever being 
charged or brought to trial,"' 

in Miami, where there are both Haitian and Cuban 
exile communities, there has been extensive criticism 
of the Immigration Department ruling. Many feel that 
the Department is not being equitable in its treatment 
of Haitians as compared with the hundreds of thousands 
of Cuban refugees who have left Cuba in "similar" cir- 
cumstances, The Miami Times , one of the city's major 
papers, commented in an editorial: 

"We have witnessed the admission of Cubans who have 
hijacked small aircraft to this country; overcome fish- 
ing boat crews at sea; and those who have even mutinied 
on Cuban military boats in order to seek political asy- 
lum. None of the . . .Ha i t ian groups arrive--* <n the U.S . 

(CONTINUED ON THE INSIDE FRONT COVER) 
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AIR FORCE SERGEANT COURT-MARTIALED FOR LONG HAIR: 

"I AM A GI WHO IS TIRED OF 
BEING ENSLAVED BY THE SYSTEM" 

LIBERATION News Service 

ALCONBURY AIR FORCE BASE, England (LNS)--U.S. 
Air Force Sergeant Dan Pruitt was found guilty 
here on January 28 after a two day court martial 
on eight counts of disobeying orders stemming 
from his refusal to cut his hair to conform to Air 
Force regulations. Pruitt , from Birmingham, Alabama, 
was sentenced to four months at hard labor, fined 
$600, reduced in rank to airman basic and given a 
dishonorable discharge. He will be flown to Fort 
Lowery, Colorado to serve his sentence. 

Pruitt, a six and a half year veteran, was or- 
dered on eight separate occasions to cut his hair 
to conform to the U.S. Air Force regulations which 
call for "a neatly trimmed hair cut, tapered at the 
sides with the short hairs on the back of the head 
not touching the collar or ears." He refused to obey 
the order all eight times. In September, 1973 he was 
demoted from staff sergeant to sergeant for refusing 
a haircut. 

"I have been termed a trouble-maker by many 
people," Pruitt told the court-martial panel, "but 
the problems that we face have existed much longer 
than I have. What H am is a GI who is tired of be- 
ing enslaved by the system as it now stands and I 
am confident that I do not stand alone." 

Outside the court room about 100 airmen dem- 
onstrated for Pruitt, showing that he did: not stand 
alone. The base was plastered with stickers saying 
"Support Dan" and demonstrators showed a petition 
that had been signed by over 800 airmen in support 
of Pruitt's stand. 

And to show that they were aware that Pruitt 
was not alone, the Air Force allowed only eight of 
his supporters into the court room, Oh the* outside, 
one airman was charged with giving out unauthorized 
literature for handing information sheets to re- 
porters and another was charged with improper dress 
for having a "Support Dan" sticker attached to his 
uniform. 

Pruitt's attorney, ACLU lawyer Toro Culver who 
was court-martialed out of the Air Force himself 
two years ago for participating in an anti-war dem- 
onstration in London, based the defense case on 
freedom of expression under the First Amendment of 
the Constitution. He also charged that it was sexu- 
al discrimination since women Air Force technicians 
also work in Pruitt's field (equipment repairs) and 
are permitted longer hair. To this argument the 
judge, Major Robert Wright, asked one of the wit- 
nesses if Pruitt has ever "expressed any confusion 
as to whether he was a man or a woman." 

The court-martial panel deliberated 20 minutes 
before returning the guilty verdict. The prosecutor, 
Captain Larry Brandt said: If every regulation was 
subject to question, maybe their would not have been 
a United States. Maybe we might still be flying the 
Union Jack. Maybe the rebel flag would be flying 
over Washington." 

In his statement to the court, Pruitt stated 
his contention that "When a person becomes used to 


accepting and obeying regulations that he feels 
are morally wrong, and he still accepts and o- 
beys these orders, you come to the point where 
you will have incidents like the My Lai massacre, 
where people were ordered to kill innocent cit- 
izens c 

"The bombings of Southeast Asia would never 
have taken place if people had stopped and thought: 
'This is wrong, this is wrong. I don't care who 
told me to do it. '" 

As for the hair regulation itself, and others 
involving physical appearance , Pruitt said: "The 
only logical explanation for such regulations is 
that they exist to keep the people in the service 
separated and segregated from the public by the 
obvious physical differences. They force us to 
look different and try to make us different. We 
are not. This is more true at home, where we may 
be engaged in domestic wars against our brothers 
and sisters. The effects of this have been proven 
in the atrocities at Kent State and Jackson State." 

The court-maVtial decision must now be re- 
viewed by a military review board which is ex- 
pected to uphold the guilty verdict. Upon hearing 
the guilty decision Pruitt explained that after 
the military appeals he would take the case into 
the civilian courts, which would eventually lead 
to the Supreme Court. 

"We went into it with our eyes open," he said 
as he emerged from the court room, "and I am still 
smiling. I think we have got something started 
which is not going to stop." 

(Thanks to Fritz Efaw for much of the information 
in this story.) 
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PAMPHLET ON HISTORY OF GAY RIGHTS MOVEMENT AVAILABLE 

NEW YORK (LNS)- -"The history of the first wave 
of gay liberation has beeri Almost entirely suppres- 
sed and, thanks to the efforts of Stalinism and 
Nazism, many traces of it obliterated,": point out 
John Lauritsen and" David Thorstad, authors of a 
14-page pamph let entitled -"TRe Homosexual Rights 
Movement (1864-1935).,, ; 

The pamphlet covers early efforts for gay lib- 
eration in Germany, Holland, England and the Soviet 
Union. The authors note that early; supporters for 
gay rights included many socialists and pacifists 
and that socialist tradition outside, of the U.S. 
tended to support the struggle of homosexuals. 

Some of the same historical data has been print- 
ed-in a series of articles by-, Jim Steak ley in B ody 
Poli tic , a gay liberation paper from Toronto. These 
articles include a /feminist analysis: of the period 
covered in the pamphlet . ■ " / , . 

For a copy of the pamphlet', send 50<£ to Laur- 
itsen /Thorstad, 316 E . 11th £t . , New York , NY , 10003 . 
For the Steakley" articlesf, send 80 4 (for two issues) 
to the Body Politic, i.39 Seaton St. Toronto, Ont , 
Canada, M5A 2T2. -30- 

[This info, was taken from a review by Allen Young] 
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[Note to Editors: See packet #584 for previous 

story. ] 

BLUE MOOD: 

A POEM BY NORTH CAROLINA BLACK ACTIVIST T.J. REDDY 
LIBERATION News Service 

"The trials of black activists in North Carolina . , 
like similar trials all over America 3 are political 
trials masked by criminal charges. . . . Legally a 
person cannot be coiled for simply speaking out. 

The government seems to be attempting to establish 
an effective method of legally lynching black people 
now that outright lynching has become unpopular. . . 

. We protest all forms of lynching." 

--statement by T.J. Reddy, Jim 
Grant and Charles Parker 

CHARLOTTE, N.C. (LNS)-T.J. Reddy, Jim Grant 
and Charles Parker returned to prison on January 
29 to complete their combined total of 55 years in 
prison for allegedly burning down a riding stable 
in North Carolina. 

T.J. Reddy, an activist in the black and anti- 
war movements is also a poet. Judge Snepp, the judge 
in the arson trial, said "T.J.'s potential has been 
misdirected and he has used his poetry to mold 
people's minds to 'malicious ends'". 

While Reddy was in prison waiting for an appeal 
to be heard by the North Carolina courts, he wrote 
several poems. The following is one of those poems. 

BLUE MOOD 

Blue mood moved closer 
To loving freedom, more 
Life I've clung to 
In sunlight and silence 
Darkness and clamor in this cage 
And history as my heart beat 
Has lulled me to peace. 

Blood-curdling chilling moon 
Spewing lunacy 
On human cargo waiting 
To be shipped out. 


PRISONERS ORGANIZE PEOPLE* S CONCERT IN PENNSYLVANIA: 
"IT WAS A CONCERT WITH A HELL OF A POLITICAL MESSAGE 

LIBERATION News Service 


HUNTINGDON, Pa. (LNS) --During the Christmas 
season, prisoners at Huntingdon State Prison in 
Central Pennsylvania are allowed a Christmas concert. 
Usually this means entertainment by a barbershop 
quartet that one of the prison guards is in. 

This year, however, a group of prisoners got 
together and asked if they could put together a 
concert themselves. The administration agreed. 

What they got was perhaps a surprise. 

They retitled the event a "People's Concert" 
and brought in such political singers as Barbara 
Dane’ and the New World Rollers; Brenda Woodrum, 
a singer and a member of Vietnam Veterans Against 
the War/Winter Soldier Organization (VVAW/WSO) from 
Cincinnati 4 and folk singer Larry Valenti from Col- 
umbus. There were also a couple of speeches by mem- 
bers of VVAW/WSO. Six hundred of the 700 man prison 
(which is approximately half black and half white) 
came to the concert. 

Attica and VVAW/WSO buttons and newspapers were 
passed out, though they were soon confiscated by 
guards . 

Charley Joe Pemasilice, who is charged with 
first degree murder for his part in the Attica re-- 
bellion, sang a song he wrote called "Soledad Broth- 
er", which he dedicated to the men in segregation. 

At that point prison officials started moving people 
out. Prisoners moved extra slowly so they could 
get to hear the whole song, and raised their clenched 

fists . 

"It was a concert with a hell of a political 
message and a call for unity among our imprisoned 
brothers," wrote one prisoner. 

In fact, worried prison officials, scheduled 
another concert--at the cost of $1 ,000- -complete 
with go-go dancers and a drooling DJ. 

-30- 
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Black gold me 
My fingers gnarled 
By a judge's hammer 
Judge who sandwiches my 
Hands thru his teeth 
And gobbles my life away 

Night sky 

Changes from 

Purple to blue 

Pink to white wisp 

And disappears 

Chains now as ever to lose 

I write another poem 

To the blues. 

-30- 


**************************************************** 

Folks, 

We're really hard up for money these days. We 
know it's hard for you too but if you can send us 
Something plus a little bit extra, it would really 
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"YOU HAVE YOUR OWN CARDS TO PLAY" : 

CLANDESTINE CHILEAN SOCIALIST TALKS TO NON-CHILEANS 

NEW YORK (LNS)— A recent issue of the French 
weekly Politique Hebdo carried a clandestine inter- 
view with aleader of the Chilean Socialist Party. 

The Socialist Party formed the left wing of the Pop- 
ular Unity government headed by President Salvador 
Allende, until it was overthrown by a military coup 
September 11. The interview, translated by People's 
Translation Service in Berkeley, discussed the es- 
cape of Socialist Party leader Carlos Altamirano to 
Havana in December, land made a plea to people outside 
of Chile to participate in protest actions against 
the junta. 

The spokesman explained that Altamirano 's es- 
cape proved that "we were able, first of all, to ef- 
fectively protect Altamirano, whose face is very well 
known in. Chile, for three and a half months, and 
that we were then able to get him clandestinely out 
of the country. . .despite the ferocity-and extent 
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of the junta's repression," 

He asked that "In addition to their material 
support, which is precious to us, these militants 
[outside Chile] now have their own cards to play, 
in their countries against our common. enemy. This 
may involve participating in boycott operations, 
by opposing the unloading of Chilean copper, or op- 
posing the shipment of materials to the junta. 

"We ask also, that these militants spread. ex- 
pressions of solidarity with the families of the 
200,000 Chilean workers fired by the Junta and the 
families of the tens of thousands of political pri- 
soners. The economic situation is so grim that 
these families face famine in the coming months." 

-30- 
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GEOTHERMAL LAND GRAB SHAPING UP IN CALIF.; 

THE OIL COMPANIES MOVE IN 

by Martin Gellen 

Pacific News Service/ LIBERATION News Service 

SACRAMENTO, Calif. (PNS/LNS) --The great multi- 
national American oil companies have begun to assume 
control of yet another of America's alternative ener- 
gy sources. Already controlling much of the nation's 
coal, oil shale and uranium reserves, big oil's new- 
est venture is in geothermal energy. 

The U.S. Department of the Interior began sel- 
ling the petroleum companies leases for geothermal 
fields on publicly owned lands in California on Jan- 
uary 22. These leases cover only 52,000 acres, but 
the federal government is now planning to sell min- 
eral rights on 60 million acres of geothermal lands 
in California, New Mexico, Arizona, Utah, Idaho, 
Oregon, Wyoming, Washington, and Colorado over the 
next five years. 

Geothermal energy is produced from the earth's 
heat. By drilling wells to tap this energy and us- 
ing the steam that comes out to drive electric gen- 
erators, a cheap and relatively non-polluting source 
of electric power can be created. Geothermal power 
is cheaper^ than that from any other currently ex- 
isting energy resource. It is cheaper than even 
hydroelectric power and only a fraction of the price 
of neclear energy. With oil prices doubling and nat- 
ural gas quarupling, geothermal steam now appears as 
an attractive investment to oil companies. 

The potential for geothermal energy has long 
beep known. In Italy, geothermal energy has been 
used since 1916 to power the national railway system. 
Iceland, which already uses geothermal power to 
heat several of its cities, is now developing this 
energy source for industrial use--especially in the 
chemical industries where huge amounts of electric 
power are needed. 

Of the oil companies that took part in the re- 
cent bidding. Shell Oil revealed its strong interest 
in geothermal power by offering the highest bids-- 
$4,5 million for 3900 acres at the Geysers in Sonoma 
County, just north of San Francisco. Union Oil 
picked up another 3300 at the Geysers for only 
$500,000. This raises Uion's total geothermal hold- 
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ings in Northern California to over 20,000 acres. 
Other high bids were scored by Signal Oil, Getty 
Oil and Occidental Petroleum. 

The lease-bidding regulations of the Depart- 
ment of Interior work to the benefit of the big 
corporations. To bid for a lease, a $10,000 depos- 
it is required and the potential lessee must have at 
least $500,000 in assets. The regulations also in- 
clude a "grandfather" clause whereby corporations 
which hold older mineral leases with the Department 
of the Interior can exchange them for geothermal 
leases and therefore get first choice oii the prime 
fields. 

A community group in the Imperial Valley want- 
ing to establish a non-profit geothermal co-op has 
protested these restrictive regulations. Even with 
the backing of California' s Senator John V. Tunney , 
the group was able to make little headway in get- 
ting the federal government to make any allowances 
for a non-profit geothermal venture. 

Most of the nation's alternative energy re- 
serves (geothermal, shale, off-shore oil, coal and 
natural gas) are located on public, federally owned 
lands. The oil companies want full access to the 
nation's energy resources and the profits which flow 
from them. The government has been quite willing 
to bestow these mineral riches on them. 

Although the companies claim that developing r 
new energy sources like the geothermal fields will 
help to" solve the "energy crisis," much evidence 
points to the contrary. If alternative energy 
sources are controlled by the oil corporations, 
all the symptoms of the present "energy crisis" — 
shortages, soaring prices, monopolistic collusion-- 
will spread to these resources as well. 

The example of the Union Oil and Signal Oil 
companies in the Geysers area of Califomia--one 
of the few commercially developed geothermal fields 
in the world— is a case in point. Both Union and 
Signal have signed exclusive contracts to sell 
steam solely to the Pacific Gas and Electric Company. 
The Northern California 'Publdtc Power Agency (NCPPA) , 
representing a dozen or so municipally-owned elec- 
tric power companies, tried to buy steam from the 
oil companies, who refused, citing the exclusive 
contract . 

The NCPPA then went to Pacific Energy--a sub- 
sidiary of Hughes Aircraft Corporation which has 
just started developing geothermal wells in North- 
ern California- -and discovered that Pacific Energy 
had made a similar deal with P.G. and E. 

According to Martin Donough, attorney for the 
NCPPA, "these corporations are acutely concerned 
with eliminating competition, especially from 
municipally-owned power companies." Restricting 
the distribution of energy is the simplest way to 
do it. 

But even more startling are the escalator 
.clauses in these exclusive contracts which stipulate 
that the price of steam will rise as the price of 
other fuel increases. This means that oil companies 
sell their steam as if it were as costly as oil. 

Since the production costs of steam wells are only 
50% that of oil and natural gas, geothermal energy 
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w K = , u.u js bonanza for the oil companies ,, So 
; <*, - - caiator clauses eliminate whatever braking ef“ 

£>■■+ 3 geothermal wells might have had on the soar- 

ing costs of energy. 

•me questions remain about whether or not the 
. uranies even intend to develop these new resour- 
ces in a serious way. They may simply be trying to 
s j p them out of the hands of public agencies or s mal- 
lei corporations which might market the energy at non- 
t mopo \ i stic prices . 

Reliable sources indicate that oil companies pres- 
sured the Treasury Department not to give a standard 
business deduction for geothermal exploration and dril- 
ling costs. This tax privilege is accorded oil, gas, 
coal, uranium, and even oil shale, but --at least for 
the time being--not geothermal. 

Donald F. X. Finn, managing director of the Geo- 
thermal Energy Institute in San Francisco, believes 
that the oil companies have a bigger stake in devel- 
oping coal, oil shale and uranium and wouldn't want 
geothermal power te compete with those energy sources 
at this point. 

"The energy companies," he says, "have billions 
of dollars in nuclear and coal-burning plants to pay 
off over a period of time. No matter how much profit 
tney might make off geothermal, they'll lose many times 
that amount by closing those nuclear and coal plants. 

The oil companies may just want to go slow on geother- 
mal .. ' 

-30- 
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(See packet #575 for more info on Project Sanguine) 

SENATE ALLQTS $8.3 MILLION FOR PROJECT SANGUINE: 

"doomsday System" has used $57 million in tax money 

WASHINGTON (LNS) — Project Sanguine, the Navy's 
code name for a billion dollar underground radio trans- 
mitting system supposedly designed to send presidential 
orders to fire nuclear missies from submarines in the 
event of a nuclear attack, has been reinstated for 
military spending by the Senate. 

The House Appropriations Committee had deleted the 
proposed $16.6 million last November after the project 
was driven out of Wisconsin under a wave of technical 
and political protest, and then out of Texas through 
the efforts of enraged citizens. 

Sanguine, also termed the Doomsday System, which 
would cover 1,250 square miles with antennas buried 
six feet deep in a checkerboard fashion, was objected to 
by citizens' groups and conservationists as well as 
by technicians who claimed that the system would not 
work anyway . 

A House-Senate conference committee has now a- 
mended the funding to an $8.3 million figure which they 
say can only be used for "research" and not for the 
actual construction. 

In the 11 years that the project has been alive, 
the Navy has spent $57 million of taxpayers money for 
"research" and for fighting the people of Wisconsin 
and Texas who have been trying to keep the project 
out of their states. 

—30— 
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PLEASE PAY YOUR BILLS. THE YEAR HAS NOT STARTED OUT 
TO WELL FOR US IN TERMS OF MONEY AND WHATEVER YOU GAN 

SEND US WILL BE GREATLY APPRECIATED. THANKS, LNS. 
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A YU A.- SINU Tile SIGNING OF THE PEACE AGREEMENTS : 

"THE IMS. REGULATES THE WAR IN VIETNAM LIKE A 
THERMOSTAT" 

LIBERATION News Service 

[Editor's note: January 27 marked the first 

anniversary of the signing of the Paris Peace Agree- 
ments in which the U.S. 3 along with North Vietnam 
promised to abide by the following: 

* ^withdrawal of American troops within 60 days 

** ceasefire within 24 hours 

** return of U.S, PONs 

**U.S. to destroy or deactivate mines in the 
waterways of North Vietnam 

**an end to the bombing of North Vietnam 

**U.S. to help in the reconstruction of North 
Vietnam 

At the same time the U.S. was to respect "the 
South Vietnamese people’s right to self-determina- 
tion". A "Council of National Reconciliation and 
Concord" composed of representatives of the Provi -- 
sional Revolutionary Government (PRG) 3 the Republic 
of South Vietnam and the neutralist third force 
were to direct elections in the south, 

A few days before the official signing 3 Ly Van 
Sau 3 a spokesman for the PRG delegation in Paris 
commented grave ly 3 "The question of the execution 
of the treaty 3 the strict observation of the treaty 
will be a very important problem. Mme , Nguyen Thi 
Binh added 3 "As to whether or not we will have real 
pease 3 we must wait and see. " 

Of the terms of the agreement only the return 
of U.S. POWs has been fully complied with , The 
fighting still goes on in South Vietnam — over 60,000 
people have died in the year since the agreements , 
American troops are out but American civilian ad- 
visors 3 many " still wearing their dog tags under 
their civilian clothes 3 " as one observer put it 3 
are directing things. The bombing of North Vietnam 
has stopped 3 but ominous threats of a renewal of 
bombing have continually come from top administra- 
tion officials. 

As for the formation of the Council of Nation- 
al Reconciliation and Concord 3 Thieu even before 
the agreement Was signed 3 started reclassifying 
political prisoners in the bulging South Vietnam- 
ese jails as "common criminals" thereby avoiding 
their release as POWs. Included among those prison — 
ers are some PRG members as well as many 3 many 
people who are neutralists. Thieu has made sure 
that people who might make up the Council are 
unavailable- -in jail* 

The anniversary of the signing however was 
noted in a number of commemorations around the 
country . In New Iork 3 the Union of Vietnamese in 
the U.S , sponsored an event which included speeches 
by Debrah Wiley, who gust returned from Saigon; 
Ramsey Clark ; and members of the Union of Vietnamese , 
Gabriel Kolko 3 a leftist historian from York Uni- 
versity in Canada 3 described the situation in Viet- 
nam since the signing of the accords . The follow- 
ing is an edited version of his speech . ] 

The Administration signed the Paris Accrods 
fully intending to violate these agreements. For 
the U.S. the. 
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decn'ie*" old strategy of leading a pro-U .3. regime m 

South Vietnam, 

Nixon saw the need fox a lower profile because 
the political situation withir. the II. S, as well as 
m the world require*? that. He wanted a cheaper wax 
and he wanted a, relatively invisible war but he did 
not want peace. That was never his intention. 

There are many examples of this. 

First, there are the U.S. civilian advisors. 

The decision to send civilian advisors back into 
South Vietnam was made in April of 1972--that was 
8-9 months before the January 1973 accords were sign- 
ed, Those personnel are overwhelmingly ex-Pentagon 
employees, recent soldiers and all of them perform 
mi 1 it ary funet: i ons „ 

Those proposals and their budgetary requests 
were submitted to the House Appropriations Committee 
in July, 1972, The basic information about this 
plan was released to the public (which of course 
doesn't read the House Appropriations Committee 
hearings) . 

The official statistics (which of course are too 
low) indicate that there are at the present time 
8, HO U.S, citizens performing military functions in 
Soutn Vietnam as well as 11,300 third country nation- 
als (Tike Thais and South Koreans) , This is at a 
cost '-.f $218 million in the middle of 19 7 3, How long 
will they rental../ I'he Nixon ^ministration insists 
on keeping this crucial bit Of information classified 
but these personnel have indefinite renewal contracts. 

Shortly 'immediately after the signing of 
up accords , the Nixon Administration deluged a fan- 
tastic quantity of offensive weapons to the Thieu re- 
gime . According to the Pentagon's own figures, in 
the year ending July, 1973, $1,4 billion of new mili- 
tary materiel was given to Thieu--twice the quantity 
of the previous year. Former Secretary of Defense 
Laird admitted that more than $1 billion of U.S. 
equipment had been left behind along with 600 air- 
craft. Other estimates put that as more than as high 
as $5 billion worth of equipment. 

In the fiscal year which ends in July, 1974* 450 
additional planes and helicopters are scheduled to 
be senT to Thieu as what is called "replacements". 

This does not include 71 super-modem F-5E's which 
cost well over twice the amount of the plane they 
were going to replace. This leaves Thieu with the 
third largest air force in the world--2100 planes and 
helicopters. It is a purely offensive army which has 
one function and that is to engage in war, a war which 
would not be possible without the acquiesence and 
material support of the Nixon administration. 

In this year, the U.S. budget figures released 
admit that the Thieu regime and the Laos regime to- 
gether will receive at least $1,8 billion in military 
equipment alone. That doesn't include economic aid 
which runs to approximately $700 million. 

What all these figures mean is the systematic 
violation of the Paris Accords with U.S. money and 
total U.S. control , The U.S. regulates the war in 
Vietnam like a thermostat --everything at its finger- 
tips, everything dictated by the flow of materiel 
given to the Thieu regime. 


data -gatherers of barbarism but there have been 
about 100,000 casualties in the year since the Ac. — 
cords. According to information even in the NY Times , 
there have been about 50,000 deaths. That is equal 
to the number of Americans who were killed there 
since the beginning of U.S. involvement. There are 

820.000 new refugees --homeless people- -created in the 
last year. 

In February 1973 alone there were 2,000 viola- 
tions of the cease fire. Up -to 200 Saigon air 
strikes a day have been reported over the last year. 

In late May, 1973, U.S, embassy documents admitted 
that the Thieu regime was using up to 20 times the 
quantity of munitions as was being used by the PRG in 
defensive act ions. 

In addition, money and materiel s have provided 
every single lock on Thieu' s prisons containing 

200.000 or more people, Saigon has an army of 1 ,1 
million men and a 120,000 man we] 1 -trained, comput- 
erized police force, 

Thieu has said he would not permit the PRG to 
function in South Vietnamese politics which is speci- 
fically in violation of the accords. The November 
10, 1972 Wa shington Post quoted Huong Due Na, Thieu' s 
right hand* man that 40,000 communists had been 
arrested" In the/past few weeks"- -a process of arrests 
and represi.li.ct> that has not stopped since the fall 
of 1972, "Under the present state of martial law," 
said the NY rim es just after the signing, "the police 
and. armed forces are authorized to shoot on the spot 
people who incite riot and applaud communists" 

By mid-March, in tact, the U.S, was becoming 
quite aware that its diplomatic maneuvers it was 
trying towards the Soviet Union and China we ret not 
going to work quickly enough, if at all, to help 
weaken the PRG forces. So on March 15 and again on 
March 29, Nixon threatened to resume bombing in 
Vietnam- -a bald case of blackmail which has been re- 
peated so many times since then. The same time that 
the U.S. was threatening publicly, on March 26, Sec — 
ret ary. of Defense Richardson was secretly ordering 
$275 million to be set aside from the Pentagon bud- 
get for the resumption of bombing of Vietnam. $225 
million of that sum is still on the Pentagon budget. 
This is a sum sufficient to purchase 120,000 tons of 
munitions — about what was dropped on the Hanoi -Hai- 
phong region in December 1972, 

At the same time the* U.S. has maintained a vast 
military apparatus in Southeast Asia at a phenomenal 
expense. The total war budget of military expendi- 
tures in Southeast Asia is admitted by the Pentagon 
to be $4,6 billion. But this excludes the cost of 
maintaining its forces in the Philippines, Guam and 
Okinawa. There are of course 35,000 U.S, personnel 
--with 610 planes in Thailand, 17,000 in the Philip- 
pines, 14,000 men with 200 B-52s in Guam, 45,000 men 
on the boats including three air craft carriers and 
330 planes in the 7th fleet, etc. 

The cost of this operation is so great that the 
admins trat ion is coming back and asking for supple- 
mental appropriations according to last week's papers 
A few people knew about that last March because the 
Aerospace Daily said that the- Administration would 
ask for additional war funds. It also reported a 
year ago thatthe cost of the war wasn't $4.6 billion 
at all but actually $7 billion. $7 billion seems at 


In human terms these statistics have .an equiva- 
1 ent which cannot be counted. Of course there are no 
Page 8 LIBERATION News Service (#587) February 6, 1974 more. 



■; ■:i i a a a even 

HO ..ow. 

* 

h 

■S livJ 'c.E OT SO 

. uvf wif" ano I 1 

f, e & ■. •• -i i t ,1 a eu i •' < g i- a ^ r 
mooed about tx j ee: s / „ 

days ob che 7 TG ■ 

,.q k r- ' •• v“ 0 :eci 1 . 

voce we me., c’" the rai 

:ioOh a"' 7 '" p s oBac 

was to obtain tears at 

nat ional te ton 

noil*’ esc rear-. Gc 

- : ^ J: -y 1 " 

it is obv..ous the'. a.c 

>1 jf' 0 U GBit’S Ol vv 

V , i ■ - W\f. he O'Vsrw.he *£ 

0 ^ a r-la'ng 

Vietnamese people is \ 

) - s 0 

In Qusng Txi pro- 

,iB Ti q.S" & ■ .at y u s- ok i y 

tualiy do. ef,» •' 'iv. 

a 0 0 c c ifto 0 1 ir E ad 

0 ^ 


-f 

Hi -r 


the PRO and w 

to tzv- combao 
army is disc ip 

In Qadmg 
j act £1 is to 
ic pro,- ess. 
and sepai i: 
tc create reg 
South Vietnam,, 

T' ' e :>, u i s i 
peace O" u: e-9 
the peace tecar 
to combat suu 

a i e pe&ov- 
: ..oo. is t ne Sno-; 
. ^neration „ 

^ ■ b’ at ,n or 


l O 'U o 
0 ?;.; 
ined 


s a 


\sbt 
al " 
sis 


a. c 


CO 

t pr 


haa d? priri- 
cones where we 
y told by ever- 
t h e i t d 6 s i r s 
c illation by 
ion , b~ cause 
: ar in couth 
urge -of the 


u forces in order not 
other hand 2 where the Thieu 
con, combat has proceeded. 

r A'.refe , r he PRb's main ob~ 
They are in the energet- 
_ t building mac h x n e s b op s 
c: ; wry sort. They wane 
iBerity and peace throughout 


we i. com. ng ffie 
gir.ag Vitlag 
any die - ~t 
man; 1 3 a a. go, 
peasants a ic 
and itabili' 


o ...aigon deserters back to their ori- 
ihe^ were deliberately avoiding 
cjtion 4 gainst their fam.ll lev . We met 
wdier- ' h. w t?- now ii she men and 

, „ t ret, s, w th che new peace 


■' h p. 


re i 




Thieu has been using his money , provided by the 
U.b. . his 2100 planes to see if he can consolidate 
his phy-rtS* cv' ,r;l Guve the:^ '-■* B me ” This 

eff&E has been accompanied by periodic U.S„ threats 
to resume, bombing in order to stay a PRG liberation 
army r ; .piow 
the IKS» moved 
kin, it froze 
bases « 

t w p 1 ann e d P R G o i; f e n s x v e wh i c h you 
i :ap f r 3 e * ; e ?. y o t h a t d a> x r me rely a 
snared rationale tor 'the Thieu ot- 


Both in October and early December, 
^dinners back nno the uult of Ton- 
its small withdrawals from its Thai 




: names 


cannot so^ccb 
cscoot s/i 

e. want ao end 
' f i. j at i . ■ , He c anno t sc n 
because his admi • : U tea- 

dii' a t p - 4 . 'I r h 


-he 
Hi 
peepj 


t 


The talk o 
see in th^ new 
carefully arch 
Tensive 0 

I ie Washlngtcn Past stated 
and mil L tat ~x t 
ted freely that 
initiative in the current 
k o ii 1 1 e i i n ' 
actual ly s = v 
standing' s .u- 
many other i 
confession 
a pre-e:t .r:: 
o fa restswi 


:c;/ e rumen t o fill c i a I s 


cmmuE 


administered areas is now 
Eh a -it ions of the c iar 


■l>- V’ 


There ’ s 


the 

t,. 1 '. .. Then- ha’ - b 

Lie Lhts year, i he re is unempio, _ 

a rice shortage. The U.S. is giving Thieu $/50^ mil- 
lion a year economic aid and despite this his bur- 
eaucracy is stealing it faster than they can recon- 
struct the country. 

There are 10 mil l ion refugees in South Vietnam 
who cannot economically survive in the cities. But 
they aren't: allowed to go back to their homes because 
to do that would be returning them to PRG- controlled 
areas. This also goes against the Pans Agreements 
which guaranteed freedom of movement. 

This effort to stop the return of refugees to 
their homes of course is based on the theory that 
one controls the population. But for the rRG - con- 


cipvto-'cy x 

operation 


trol" is a question of political loyalty and control 
for Threu is a question of who is in the range of 
vour Bins . A Was hington Post correspondent commented 
recently on the pacification charts. He visited one 
village and reported: "This is listed as a village 

the government controls. But it is the kind at con- 
trol jailers have over prisoners, as local officials 
admit , and not altogether effective." 

Tf fs not effective because not only does the 
PRG have a formal administrative territory which is 
very large within South Vietnam, it also has the ^con- 
trol cW the loyalties of millions and mxliions^ of 
people who live in Thieu* s prisons and under the 
Thieu regime's oppression. 

In PRG territory we met Saigon deserters. One 
group of them we met told us that when they had been 
impressed into the Saigon army their salary per 
month purchased 30 days of food. Now it purchased 
10 days of food and they wanted out. The "R u 
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The PRG in October stated clearly that 
it does not intend being destroyed passive! yy that 
they will respond and respond with a magnitude of 
force necessary. 

To sum up the whole process# it is obviou* the 
Nixon Administration has pursued a policy in the 
last year in which the Vietnam war has continued with 
tens or thousands of deaths and casualties. He has 
succeeded in his strategy of dragging along a moral- 
ly cal aus Congress which seems to ignore every sort 
of crime and to vote the funds necessary to perpet- 
uate them.. He. has kept alive s. wholly artificial 
puppet, regime in Saigon with billions and billions 
of your money. 

But the U.S. has failed on the most crucial 
issues involving the outcome of this terribly long 
liberation struggle which may go^on in this fashion 
for many more years. Thieu remains politically and 
economically moribund. His army fights poorly given 
its equipment, and is disintegrating. The PRG re- 
mains SO 1 lid as a rock. 

f think the spirit of resitance and -ocial 
transformation in South Vietnam is ascendant and 
the PRG will win. 
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"All the years we were watching the communists 
we should have beer, watching the conglomerates, 

__ a NY Rhe in go Id brewery worker whose 
plant was closed down by Pepsi -Co la 
Co. after they bought out Rhe .ingold 
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LIBERATION FORCES INTENSIFY SEIGE OF PHNOM PENH 
NIXON PLEDGES CONTINUED AID TO LON NOL REGIME 

LIBERATION News Service 

" Phnom Penh, has been turned into an armed camp. 
Many 105 mm cannon, have been installed right in the 
center of residential areas, -But the Lon Nol army 
is starting to disintegrate as the vise closes in 
around the city. . . . Out side Phnom Penh all government 
positions are ' ceaeilrcflad and supplied only by plane 
or helicopter. < 

All roads leading to Phnom Penh are cut . ...» 

Phnom Penh survives only because of an American air- 
lift. Day and night C-130 cargo planes land and take 
off from Pchentong airport. 

"American F-llls from Thailand carry out reeon- 
naisance flights over the city day and night ... ..Every- 
body thinks this means bombings will start again with- 
in a few days. There are Americans all over the place. 
It is generally/- estimated that there are about 1000, 
hidden, protected and escorted but in permanent lia- 
ison with their embassy. The survival of Phnom Penh 
seems to depend on them. It is an American colonel 
who directs operations in defense of the city. He 
is permanently at Lon Hoi's headquarters...." 

— from a "Letter from Phnom Penh" which appear- 
ed in the January 2kthcedition of the leftist French 
daily, "Liberation." 

PHNOM PENH, Cambodia (LNS)--The^ Cambodian People's 
National Liberation Armed Forces (CPNLAF) has inten- 
sified its offensive on the capital and is now with- 
in 6 miles of the city. All roads leading into the 
capital have been cut off „ rand Pochentog, the air- 
port by which Lon Nol’s troops receive the Ameri- 
can military supplies vital to their survivial , 
is under constant attack. 

Lon Nol had his main hope in his 1st and 7th 
Infantry Divisions, but they have been unable to stem 
the continual bombardment of military installations 
in Phnom Penh. Ironically, the main weapons of the 
liberation forces are American 105mm artillery pieces 
captured from the 1st Division at the beginning of 
the offensive. 

Although the media has represented the CPNLAF 
shelling of the capital as random attacks on various 
crowded areas of the city designed to terrorize the 
inhabitants, reports from the liberation forces , 
and even from Lon Nol ' s government , reveal that the 
targets are carefully selected in advance and Cam- 
bodians warned by leaflets and radio announcements 
to keep away from the designated areas. These tar- 
gets are mainly Lon Nol's presidential palace in 
the southern part of the city and military instal- 
lations. 

During artillery attacks on Lon Nol's palace 
on February 2, soldiers protecting the palace 
panicked and deserted their posts. 

CPNLAF has appealed to Lon Nol's army to re- 
fuse to fight against it and has offered protection 
to them and their families in the liberated zones. 

The presence of U.S. Military combat advisors 
in Cambodia was mbde^illegal by Congress but Ameri- 
can military people are there either secretly or 
under the cover of other jobs. On January 21 Pentagon 
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officer Dennis J. Doolin arrived in Phnom Penh 
on a secret visit, presumably to assess the pre- 
carious situation of the Lon Nol regime and to 
suggest ways of improving the Air Force. Neverthe- 
less, according to the Washington Post , during the 
sustained barrage of artillary from the CPNLAF 
during the week of January 27th, the sky was 
practically empty of Lon Nol's Air Force. On Feb- 
ruary 3, Under Secretary of State Robert Ingersoll 
paid a secret, emergency visit to Phnom Penh. 

In a personal letter to Lon Nol released to 
the press on February 2, Nixon promised to continue 
to aid the regime against the liberation forces. 

"The United States remains fully determined 
to provide maximum assistance to your heroic self- 
defense and will continue to stand side by side 
with the republic in the future as in the past," 
Nixon wrote. 

According to the State Department's figures, 
military aid to Lon Nol's government will amount 
to $3.25 million for this fiscal year, including 
a special $200 million appropriation recently 
approved by Congress. 

Norodom Sihanouk, whose government was toppled 
in an American-backed military coup in 1970, made 
a direct appeal to Senators Mansfield and Fu lb right 
on January 11 to prevent the growing possibility 
of new armed intervention by the U.S. Air Force 
in Cambodia. 

"The Lon Nol Government in Phnom Penh will 
soon ask the U.S. Government for the intervention 
of U.S. Air Force tactical and strategic planes 
in the Cambodia war, under the false pretext that 
the offensive by the Armed Forces of the National 
United, Front of Cambodia of which i am the president 
is ' an aggression of North Vietnamese communists 
and the Viet Cong.'" 

Sihanouk warned that a new U.S.A.F. interven- 
tion would result in "deeper and more irremediable 
unhappiness, suffering and destruction," and the 
destruction of any future possibility of negotia- 
tions between the rightful Cambodian government 



WILL LNS STAFFMEMBERS SOON BE OUT OF A JOB????? 

COLLECTIVE IN DESPERATE NEED OF MONEY 

NEW YORK (LNS) --"How am I going to pay my rent 
this month — or last month's for that matter," asked 
Nancy Stiefel, one of twelve Liberation News Service 
staffmembers who are currently five weeks behind in 
their salaries. ■ 

LNS reports that money from subscribers was 
just about nil in January (and has been generally 
declining since July , 1973). To make matters worse, 
the collective has been hit with a heavy dose of 
quarterly taxes and insurance bills aside from the 
regular phone and rent bills, supplies and postage. 

All in all, things look pretty bad and LNS has 
initiated a national "Pleading Campaign" in the hopes 
that all subscribers will pitch in to help. "if ©very 
LNS subscriber sent us at least $5 right away, that 
would pull us' out of the hole," said LNS bookkeeper 
Mike Shuster. 


I _ SEND ALL YOU CAN RIGHT AWAY! ! 
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Jn the US’ longest 
undeclared war, the 
Third Battle of 
Wounded Knee takes 
place in 1974. The 
entire Indian Move- 
ment is on trial. 
DON'T LET THERE BE 
ANOTHER MASSACRE: 

300 Indians are 
facing the white 
man's court system. 
Your contribution 
can help balance the 
scales of justice. 






Wounded Knee Legal Defense/Offense 
Committee, Box 255* Sioux Falls, 
S.D. 57101 








k ■ 












1 


* - -5P: - 





